U.S.-Chile Joint Commission for Environmental Cooperation 
2012 - 2014 Work Program 

Introduction 

The Joint Commission for Environmental Cooperation (JCEC), established pursuant to the 
"United States-Chile Environmental Cooperation Agreement" has developed the following Plan 
of Action through 2014 that establishes specific goals and objectives and areas for cooperation 
that reflect national priorities for each Government. 

Background 

The Governments of the United States of America and the Republic of Chile signed an 
Environmental Cooperation Agreement (EC A) on June 17, 2003. In so doing, the Governments 
recognized the importance of protecting the environment while promoting sustainable 
development in concert with the expanded bilateral trade and investment ties associated with the 
2003 U.S.-Chile Free Trade Agreement (FTA). 

The Joint Commission for Environmental Cooperation, set up under the ECA, is responsible for 
establishing and developing programs of work in accordance with the provisions of Article III of 
the ECA. This work program reflects national priorities for cooperative activities. During 2012 
-2014, the Governments intend to continue and build upon the cooperative work initiated in 
previous work programs and to continue to follow up on the themes reflected in each of the 
projects conducted under the environment chapter of the FTA. 

Priority Areas for Cooperation 

The Work Program focuses on the following priority areas, with the following corresponding 
general objectives: 

L Strengthening effective implementation and enforcement of environmental laws and 
regulations : Exchange information and experiences on environmental legal and 
regulatory regimes; enforcement and compliance policies, tools and practices; and 
approaches to environmental monitoring, that contribute to strengthening the 
effectiveness of implementation of environmental laws and regulations in the United 
States and Chile. (See FTA Art. 19.2.1(a); ECA Art. III.2). 

2. Encouraging development and adoption of sound environmental practices and 
technologies, particularly in business enterprises : Encourage enterprises to develop and 
adopt sound environmental practices and technologies, and to show that doing so not only 
benefits the environment, but can be done in a manner consistent with maintaining 
international competitiveness. (See FTA Art. 19.10 (Principles of Corporate 
Stewardship); ECA Art. 111.2(d), Art. V(d)). 

3. Promoting sustainable development and management of environmental resources, 
including wild fauna and flora, protected wild areas, and other ecologically important 
ecosystems : Promote the conservation and protection of the environment, the prevention 
of pollution and degradation of natural resources and ecosystems, and the rational use of 
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natural resources, in support of sustainable development. (See FTA Chapter 19 
objectives; ECA Art. 111.2(d)). 

4. Civil society participation in the environmental decision-making 
process/Environmental education: Share experiences in promoting public participation in 
the decision-making process regarding environmental matters, and enhance openness and 
transparency in regulatory and program implementation. (See FTA Arts. 19.3 and 19.4; 
ECA Arts. III. 1 and IV). Exchange knowledge and experiences regarding environmental 
education strategies and programs, with a principal focus on basic and community-level 
education. (See FTA Annex 19.3, Art. 4; ECA Art. V(b)). 

Work Program Activities 

This work program consists of two sections. Section One is a matrix of activities for which 
minimal resources are available, for which programming is already under way, or which are 
otherwise top priority for implementation. Section Two is a list of priority themes and potential 
activities of mutual interest for which resources have not been identified (including those 
corresponding to the above four priority themes, as well as additional areas such as 
environmental health and natural disasters). The Governments may pursue these activities 
through initial consultations, exchange of data and sharing of experiences, such as by means of 
digital video-conferences and electronic communications. Should additional resources become 
available for more intensive cooperation in these areas, the Governments may develop more 
specific actions. The Governments intend to identify and exchange lead points of contact for 
each priority area within three months of approval of this work program. Project leads will be 
expected to develop, as appropriate, performance measures, and to annually report on progress in 
implementing projects as well as their outcomes and impacts. 

The Governments intend to explore the development of partnerships with private sector and civil 
society organizations in carrying out their cooperative work wherever possible. The 
Governments also note ongoing bilateral cooperative work in other fora, and intend to seek 
through this work program to build upon and complement this existing bilateral work. In 
addition, the Governments intend to explore opportunities for mutual collaboration in these 
priority areas with other countries in the Western Hemisphere. 

The Commission may augment this work program with additional projects at any time. The 
Governments recognize that the activities described in this work program are subject to revision 
by the organizations implementing the projects. The project activities described in this work 
program are subject to the availability of funds. 

Benchmarks, Monitoring and Evaluation 

The Governments recognize that a variety of government agencies and civil society groups 
would be involved in implementing the programs and projects under this work program, and that 
the agency or group that leads implementation for a particular program or project will strive to be 
responsible for public participation, information disclosure, and performance tracking related to 
that program or project. 



As the Governments continue to further define cooperative programs, projects and activities, 
they intend to encourage implementing partners under the work program to strive to identify 
performance indicators and benchmarks to better measure progress in furthering the goals and 
objectives of such programs, projects and activities. 

The Governments intend to consider input from relevant local, regional and international 
organizations regarding cooperation under the work program. The Governments also plan to 
encourage public participation in setting goals and implementing environmental collaboration, 
and plan to make information on activities carried out under the work program available to the 
public. 
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SECTION TWO: PRIORITY ACTIVITIES FOR ADDITIONAL OR FOLLOW-UP 

TECHNICAL CONSULTATIONS 

L Environmental laws, regulations and enforcement : 

• Approaches to effective environmental regulation for pollution control, fresh water 
evaluation and monitoring (including wetlands), hazardous and solid wastes, toxic 
chemicals and natural resource management. 

• Cooperation on new technologies for measuring and mitigating vehicle emissions, 
technical support in the implementation of emissions control programs and strategies to 
improve and increase control of vehicle emissions. 

• Capacity building (fellowships, workshops, etc) for officers (engineers, geologist, etc) 
that take part as expert witnesses in environmental judicial investigations and litigation. 

Possible Partners : 

U.S. : EPA, DOI, DOJ, USDA-FS, DOS, NGOs 

Chile : DMA, MINENV, SAG, CONAF, MINSAL, MTT, MOP (DGA and DOH), 
SERNAGEOMIN, Aduanas, MINDEF, CDE, DIRECTEMAR, SUBPESCA, 
SERNAPESCA, SMA 

2. Sound environmental practices and technologies, particularly in business enterprises ; 

• Provide support to the implementation of a green procurement process in the Chilean 
government. 

• Promote capacity for cleaner production in other countries in the Latin America and 
Caribbean region through joint initiatives. 

• Utilize an Embassy Science Fellow to work in Energy Sector. 

• Promote energy and fuel efficiency and reduce pollution in the transport sector, including 
DVC follow-up to the Diesel Retrofit project under the FTA, support to the Clean Fuels 
Partnership initiative, and promotion of electric and hybrid vehicles. 

• Continue consultations (expert speakers via DVC) on approaches to promoting 
sustainable agriculture and appropriate handling of pesticides and fertilizers and on how 
to reduce the use of methyl bromide. 

• Support Chile's national policies on chemicals and provide technical support for the 
implementation of the mercury management national program. 

• Provide technical support for the implementation of S AICM, in particular lead in paint. 

• Continue ad hoc consultations and information exchange to support Chile's Pollutant 
Release and Transfer Registry; serve as a regional resource on PRTR. 

Possible Partners : 

U.S. : DOS, EPA, DOE, DOC, NREL, USTDA, universities, State environmental agencies, 
trade associations, private companies, NGOs 

Chile : DIMA, MINENV, CNE, MINMINERIA, SAG, MINVU, MINECON, Consejo de 
Production Limpia, SERNAGEOMIN, MOP, MTT, CONAF, Aduanas, universities, private 
companies, other related ministries and services, NGOs, business associations 
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Conservation of Biodiversity and Sustainable Management of Natural Resources : 



A. Forest Management and Illegal Timber Harvesting : 

• Approaches to remote sensing of forest activities and technologies for timber tracking. 
Possible Partners : 

U.S. : DOI/FWS, USDA/FS, DOJ, DOS, NASA 

Chile : DMA, CONAF, MINENV, CDE, CORMA, INFOR, DIRECON 



B. Sustainable Communities in Patagonia : 

• Support efforts for the development of a model sustainable/low-carbon community in the 
Patagonia region by contributing to environmental, clean energy/energy efficiency and 
economic development components; public/private partnership to develop an 
environmental blueprint for sustainable buildings in Patagonia, starting with a plan for a 
pilot/demonstration building in Karukinka Park (climate appropriate eco-friendly 
building materials and design, sustainable water sources, renewable energy (wind/solar) 
and energy efficiency measures, and sustainable transportation). 

Possible Partners : 

U.S. : DOI/NPS, USDA/FS, DOS 

Chile : Chile's Catholic University, Patagoina Sur Foundation, municipality of Palena, 
public/private sector, INFOR 

Disasters : 

• Volcano monitoring and supervision 

• Establishing models for mass evacuations and early warning systems 

• Collaboration and exchange of experience on Tsunami disasters with an emphasis on 
technology exchange and mathematical modeling used by specialized laboratories in the 
United States. 

Possible Partners : 

U.S. : NOAA, DOI/USGS, USDA/FS, DOS 

Chile : DIMA, MINENV, MINVU, MOP, MTT, National Emergency Office (ONEMI), 
MINEDUC, SERNAGEOMIN, SHOA, DIRECTEMAR, SMA 
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ANNEX 1: LIST OF AGENCIES / ACRC 


>NYMS 




United States 


Chile 




• Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
o U.S. Forest Service (FS) 

• Department of Commerce (DOC) 

o National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) 

• Department of Energy (DOE) 

o U.S. National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory (NREL) 

• Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS) 

• Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 
o Customs and Border Protection (CBP) 
o U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) 

• Department of Interior (DOI) 

o U.S. National Park Service (NPS) 
o U.S. Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
o U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) 
o U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) 

• Department of Justice (DOJ) 

• Department of State (DOS) 

• Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

• National Aeronautic and Space 
Administration (NASA) 

• National Invasive Species Council (NISC) 

• U.S. Trade Development Administration 
(USTDA) 

• U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) 


• Agricultural and Livestock Service (SAG) 

• Direction General of Maritime Territory and Merchant 
Marine (DIRECTEMAR) 

• Direction of Environmental, Antarctic and Maritime 
Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (DIMA) 

• Direction of International Economic Relations 
(DIRECON) 

• General Water and Water Works Directorates, (DGA 
and DOH) 

• Chilean Forest Research Institute (INFOR) 

• Ministry of Defense (MINDEF) 

• Ministry of Health (MINS AL) 

• Ministry of Public Works (MOP) 

• Ministry of Transport and Telecommunications (MTT) 

• National Customs Service (Aduanas) 

• National Energy Commission (CNE) 

• Ministry of Economy (MINECON) 

• Ministry of Education (MINEDUC) 

• Ministry of Energy (MinEnergia) 

• Ministry of Urban Housing (MIN VU) 

• National Fisheries Service (SERNAPESCA) 

• National Geologic and Mining Service 
(SERNAGEOMIN) 

• Ministry of the Environment (MINENV) 

• National Forest Corporation (CONAF) 

• State Defense Council (CDE) 

• National Tourism Service (SERNATUR) 

• Undersecretariat of Fisheries (SUBPESCA) 

• Ministry of Mining (MINMINERIA) 

• National Clean Production Council 

• National Mining Enterprise (ENAMI) 

• National Mining Association (SONAMI) 

• National Emergency Office (ONEMI) 

• Naval Hydrographic and Oceanographic Service (SHOA) 

• Chilean Investigation Police (PDI) 

• Ministry of Justice (MIN JUSTICIA) 

• Ministry of Agricultural (MINAGRI) 
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